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SAN GAUDENZIO 
ABBEY

The Abbey’s history mixes with 
oral tradition and the legend of 
how, between the fifth and sixth 
centuries, a native of Campania 
Gaudenzio came to this corner of 
Tuscia to live the life of a hermit. 
Towards the middle of the ninth 
century, wild boar hunters found 
the saint’s body and a small 
parish church was built nearby to 
house his remains. Shortly 
afterwards, the Benedictine 
Abbey was build next to it. Over 
time, numerous restorations have 
been carried out and decoration 
added, while preserving the 
Romanesque appearance. The 
Abbey is especially remembered 
for having hosted the conference 
of the exiled Ghilbellines and 
white Guelphs in 1302 to control 
the politics and impositions of the 
Florentine municipality. 
Well-known personalities of the 
time participated, including the 
poet Dante Alighieri, who had 
recently been condemned to 
exile.
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THE CHURCH OF ST. 
NICHOLAS – CASALE

Situated above the town, the 
small Romanesque church was 
built on the small castle of Count 
Guido of Battifolle and dates back 
to at least the early 1000s. Built 
with large squared and aligned 
sandstone blocks, the apse has 
simple coving. From examining 
the highest rows of stone, it 
seems to have been slightly 
elevated during the ancient 
times.

�

THE CHURCH OF ST. 
MARTIN WITH 
FRESCOES BY 
ANNIGONI
 
The church of St. Martin has stood 
on St. Martin’s hill since ancient 
times, near to the ancient 
cemetery. In 1840, it was moved 
and built in Castagno d’Andrea, 
where it currently stands. It was 
completely destroyed during the 
Second World War and rebuilt 
true to the nineteenth-century 
project. Inside, it hosts three 
works by Pietro Annigoni: The 
Crucifix, and images of the “Mater 
Dolorosa” and of a “St. John the 
Evangelist”.
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THE PARISH CHURCH 
OF ST. BABILA – SAN 
BAVELLO

The church was built between 
the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries close to the castle of 
the Guidi Counts, which was 
destroyed by the Florentines in 
1341. The parish church was 
completely rebuilt in 1924 after 
the 1919 earthquake and only a 
few traces of the ancient 
structure remain, found in the 
lower parts of the masonry. On 
the façade, there is a fifteen-
th-century style door and a glass 
rose window depicting St. Babila.
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VISITOR CENTRE FOR 
THE NATIONAL PARK OF 
THE CASENTINE 
FORESTS, MONTE 
FALTERONA AND 
CAMPIGNA AND THE 
VIRTUAL MUSEUM OF 
ANDREA DEL 
CASTAGNO
 
This is one of the eleven facilities 
available to visitors. In addition to 
being a tourist information point, 
it is also a knowledge hub for the 
area from a historical, naturalistic, 
cultural and geological point of 
view. The virtual museum of the 
painter Andrea Del Castagno is on 
the second floor, where you can 
find life-sized photographic 
reproductions of the artist’s most 
prominent works. He was born in 
Castagno around 1421.
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ACQUACHETA 
WATERFALL

With a seventy-metre drop to San 
Benedetto in Alpe, it is precisely 
that thundering sound that 
remains immortalised in the 
verses of the Supreme Poet who 
in the sixteenth canto of hell 
writes: Like that river has its own 
path / first from Monete Veso to 
the East / from the left of the 
Apennines / which is called 
Acquacheta up high, before / it 
drops down into the low bed / 
and at Forli of that name is 
missing / it rumbles there over 
San Benedetto / of the Alpe to 
then fall down a slope / where it 
must be received by a thousand. 
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THE DOCCIONE 
WATERFALL

The Doccione waterfall is hidden 
along the Muraglione road 
among the centuries-old 
chestnut woods. It is difficult to 
find, but once reached the effort 
certainly pays off. 
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CICALETO BRIDGE

The bridge is located along the 
ancient Apennine trail, at times 
still paved, and likely to have been 
the original route from San 
Godenzo up to the Muraglione 
gate. To reach it, you need to look 
for the tourist signs as soon as 
you leave the town of San Bavello. 
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Arriving in this area of the Apennines, you find yourself immediately immersed 
in an environment that is itself culture. This is not only because it is sung by 
poets like Dante Alighieri or because it is home to painters like Andrea del 
Castagno, or because other famous poets passed through like Dino Campana. 
Above all, the environment is brought to life by the signs left daily by its 
inhabitants, breeders, artisans, chestnut and timber gatherers, and cheese 
producers. Those who live here know well what the mountains can give, and for 
this reason, they respect and value the fruit it bears. 

The name San Godenzo derives from San Gaudenzio, a hermit who had retired to these 
mountains seeking a life of prayer and to whom a Benedictine Abbey (eleventh century) was 
dedicated, around which the first houses flourished. The territory remained under the dominion 
of the Guidi Counts until 1344, when it was surrendered to the Florentine Republic, which took 
possession of the forest and farming resources. This constituted an oppression that lasted until 
the fall of Napoleon and the Habsburg-Lorraine settlement with which San Godenzo experienced 
a period of growth. However, the two world wars wiped out many houses and the population was 
forced to flee to refuge. Reconstruction began in 1945, which revived the town’s fortunes.

Medical services: 0573454545
State Police (Carabinieri): 
055 837 4015
Local police (Polizia 
Municipale): 055 837381
Tourist Office: 055 84527185/6

USEFUL INFORMATIONHISTORICAL BACKGROUNDWHY VISIT SAN GODENZO?

San Godenzo
www.comune.san-godenzo.fi.it

	��
�����

������

�	�

�����
���
���


118
�����������������

112
����������������

�

San GodenzoSan GodenzoSan Godenzo

Il Castagno
d’Andrea

Petrognano

Muraglione

Castagneto

San Bavello
Parco Nazionale delle

Foreste Casentinesi
Monte Falterona e Campigna

�

�

�

�

�

�

San Godenzo Castagno d’Andrea

�


